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Modern Day Hero Stories in Mainstream Culture
Now that we’ve completed our reading and analysis of the epic poem, it is your turn to demonstrate your understanding of what you’ve learned with a creative adaptation of an odyssey that you choose.  This final assignment is comprised of two parts; a slide show that you’ll present to the class, and a written portion.
THE TASK:
· You are to choose a song that you believe tells the story of an odyssey.  The choice is completely up to you; however you must be able to apply your song to the epic hero cycle chart.  If you can’t, then chances are you should probably pick a different song.
· Next, you need to print the words or lyrics to the piece you’ve chosen.  Please find school-appropriate, edited versions of songs that have questionable content.  You will be required to submit this with your final written portion.
· Using Windows 8 Movie Maker (or another multimedia program) you now need to recreate the story of the odyssey found in your song with pictures.  These pictures can be things that you find online, or they could be things you create yourself and scan into the computer.
· Think symbolically when choosing the pictures to represent what’s going on in the song.  Choose images that not only apply to the piece itself, but to the different stages of the epic hero cycle chart, as well.
· In Movie Maker, you have the ability to manipulate the order of your images once they’ve been imported.  A high quality presentation will consist of several images with limited repetition.
· Set the song you’ve chosen to be the background of the slideshow.  Remember, all songs must be school appropriate.  
· Lastly, the pictures must be labeled according to the stage in the epic hero cycle that they represent.   These should technically be the only words found in the slide show.
THE WRITTEN PORTION:
· For the written portion of this assignment, you must specifically apply the song that you have chosen to the epic hero cycle chart.  
· Label your written portion with the song title (appropriately punctuated) along with the artist.
· Your ultimate goal is to prove that the song you’ve chosen is, in fact, an epic, according to the literary definition offered by the epic hero cycle chart.  In order to successfully demonstrate this, you must connect direct quotations from the song lyrics with the six stages of the cycle chart.
· Divide your final written project into the following six categories:  The Call, The Threshold, The Tests, Into the Abyss, The Atonement, and The Return.  Give a thorough paragraph explaining how the song lyrics validate each component, using direct quotes from the song.  After your explanation, provide the portion of the lyrics that best represent each respective element of the hero cycle.
· Remember the equation:  claim + evidence + commentary = argument.
Tips For Preparing To Construct Your Slide Show
· Prior to beginning work with the computers, it’d be wise to seriously consider your song lyrics.  If the lyrics are too obscure, it will be very difficult to prove that the song tells an epic story.
· Complete the pre-planning chart to organize your thinking prior to constructing your slide show or beginning your essay.
· Be sure you have a copy of the song you’ve chosen in any of the three following file formats:  .wma, .mp3, or .wav.  Windows 8 Movie Maker IS NOT compatible with iTunes, and will not import an .mp4.  There are online file converters you can use, though, in order to ensure that your song is saved as an appropriate file type.
· More images make for a better overall slide show.  Consider this:  if your song is 4 minutes long, and you only use 10 total images, that means your audience will be staring at the same image for an average of 24 seconds.  That’s a relatively long time, and makes for a boring presentation.
· If you are planning to use a platform OTHER than Movie Maker, it is YOUR responsibility to make sure that your project will be compatible with the technology we have here at school.  You MUST make arrangements ahead of time to ensure that your presentation will work.  If your presentation is incompatible at the time you’re assigned to present, your project will automatically be downgraded 10% for every day it is late.

	
An “A” Quality Slide Show Will Include:

· Several images that are wisely chosen to represent the various elements of the epic hero cycle
· Labels that clearly explain the movement between the six stages of the epic hero cycle; in other words, the six labels in the presentation are on the appropriate images at the appropriate time.
· Images that are symbolic and prove that higher level thinking has taken place
· A well-crafted and visually pleasing overall aesthetic
· No errors, and nothing that is distracting to the audience

	
An “A” Quality Written Portion Must:

· Include a complete heading, including your name, hour, and date
· List the title of the song, punctuated correctly, along with the artist’s name
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Contain the COMPLETE lyrics of the song
· Consist of SIX components, clearly labeled, demonstrating the six parts of the hero cycle
· Offer a thorough explanation for each of the six parts in which you seamlessly  and specifically link direct lyrics from the song to its respective hero cycle element
· Be typed and double spaced, using 12 point font and one-inch margins
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